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ORANGE COUNTY
C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E
Household Demographics
According to 2017 population estimates, there are 19,426 people who live in Orange County1.
In need of a local, low-cost 
way to recycle, the residents 
of Orange County created the 
Orange County Recycling Co-
Op. The OCRC is a testament to 
how determined the residents 
in Orange County are to finding 
solutions to local challenges.
The median income in Orange County is lower at a household and individual level than the state median income2. The rate of 
employment is nearly equal to the state average and the majority of residents are employed3.
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PERCENT OF POPULATION
The population in Orange County skews slightly older than in Indiana as a whole4. People in Orange County are more likely 
to own the house they live in and, on average, pay substantially less than the state average for rent if they do not own their 
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Orange County has a booming tourism industry and is home to some of the 
nation’s top resort properties.  The West Baden Springs Hotel made Conde 
Nast’s Gold List and the French Lick Resort has been named the Best Historic 
Property by USA Today. 
Industry
The top three industries in Orange 
County are accommodation 
and food service, construction, 
and manufacturing.  While the 
accommodation and food service 
industry generates the most 
revenue, jobs in this industry are 
the lowest paid of these three6.  
Higher-paid opportunities exist in 
construction and manufacturing, 
and some of these jobs may 
require trade school and/or 
apprentice programs.  Orange 
County is located near several 
schools with strong vocational 
programs such as Ivy Tech and 
Vincennes University.
$ 7, 538 , 50 0  
$ 33, 4 6 0  
$ 6 , 378 , 70 0  
$ 71, 0 32 
$6,181,800 
$45,996 
R E V E N UE




TOP 3 INDUSTRIES (PRIVATE, NAMED)
ORANGE COUNTY C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E 
Technology
High-speed internet access is 
essential for linking communities 
with important resources across 
the state and world.  High-speed 
internet allows communities 
access to health care services via 
telemedicine and for businesses to 
reach more consumers. Residents in 
Orange County are less likely to have 
access to high speed internet13 than 
the average Hoosier14. Increasing 
internet access in Orange County 
provides opportunities for the whole 
community, with greater access to 
educational, health, and business 
resources. 
HIGH SPEED INTERNET




Most Orange County residents have finished their high school education or its equivalency8. One in 10 residents holds a 
bachelor’s degree,  which is below the Indiana state average9, though students in Orange County appear well-prepared for 
college.  Students here are more likely to pass their 10th grade ISTEP exam10.   The four-year high school completion rate 
of students is above the state average11.  This contradiction in data could signal a difficulty in retaining students who have 
finished their college education. The state of Indiana, as a whole, has experienced so-called “Brain Drain” where students leave 
the state and/or their home counties after graduation. 
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Youth and Family
The vast majority of children in Orange County have consistent access to food but some children 
still experience hunger15.  A small but growing percentage of children also face other challenges.  
As Orange County experienced the effects of the opioid crisis, the number of children in need of 
services (CHINS) cases increased16.  The number of children in need of care continues to climb 
above the state average almost in tandem with the number of overdose deaths in the county17.  Thus, 


































































CHINS cases as a Percentage of the Child Population
Indiana Orange County Min. Modeled Deaths Max. Modeled Deaths
CHILDREN IN NEED OF SERVICES AND OPIOID OVERDOSE INCIDENTS





Residents and visitors alike will find 
opportunities to explore the outdoors 
in Orange County.  There are more than 
30,000 acres of federally-protected 
forest area, according to the National 
Forest Service.  The Hoosier National 
Forest, which spans several counties 
in South Central Indiana, provides 
numerous recreational opportunities 
such as hiking, camping, and cycling.  
More recreational opportunities, 
including fishing and boating, also exist 
on Patoka Lake reservoir.  For in-town 
excursions, there are miles of cycling 
and walking trails throughout French 
Lick and West Baden.
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Health
Health indicators show that 
residents of Orange County are less 
likely to smoke or drink heavily than 
the average Hoosier18.  However, 
rates of obesity, diabetes, and 
inactivity are higher among Orange 
County residents19.  With a wealth 
of outdoor beauty and recreational 
opportunities throughout the 
county, increasing awareness and 
accessibility of these resources 
could increase physical activity 
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Many Orange County youth 
participate in the 4-H Club 
each year.  Through the four Hs 
(head, heart, hands, health), 
students in 14 clubs across the 
county learn everything from 
agriculture to robotics.  While 
completing their 4-H projects, 
youth learn citizenship, leadership, 
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